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Unsympathetic to the broad tendencies of the
time in which he found himself, Mr. Churchill was
hardly more in harmony with its domestic detail.
For his impenitent felicity in married life was sadly
out of date. He had been married over twenty
years; and a supremely happy home showed no
signs of modish ennui. This obstinate normality was
as unfashionable as his political beliefs on funda-
mental questions. For Mr. Churchill was quite as
far from The Vortex as from Mr. MacDonald's
muddled idealism or Mr. Baldwin's organised inertia.
These were the elements which lent their characteristic
flavour to the Twenties ; and nothing could be more
evident than that it was not Mr. Churchill's decade.

But if he found the Twenties hardly to his taste,
signs began to multiply that the Thirties were un-
likely to be more congenial. For there was a Labour
Government in office; the Liberals seemed to abet
it; and even the Conservatives under Mr* Baldwin's
mild direction were less unhelpful than Mr. Churchill
could have wished. He looked on with sombre
disapproval. But what could he do? The times
were out of joint, and he could scarcely mend them
single-handed. Unpleasant developments confronted
him on every hand; and as he watched the darken-
ing scene, it almost seemed that Mr. Churchill, at
the early age of fifty-five, was growing old.

The first object of his discontent was India, where
Lord  Irwin  with  a  favouring  breeze  from  Mr*